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On Dec. 6 the attorney general's office petitioned the courts to hear charges of falsification of public
documents against ex-president Rafael Callejas (1990-1994) of the Partido Nacional, and against
seven ministers who served in his administration. A week earlier Callejas and his former cabinet
ministers were charged in criminal court with abuse of authority and misuse of public funds. The
attorney general's office has also accused Congress of hindering investigations into corruption
charges involving members of the legislature who served in the Callejas administration. In a practice
that seems more and more customary in Latin America, public officials from a previous Honduran
administration are being charged with corruption by the present government. In this case, former
president Callejas and members of his cabinet are being charged with abuse of authority, misuse of
public funds, and falsification of public documents by the attorney general's special anti-corruption
investigator, Rene Suazo.
Callejas and his former ministers are accused of having illegally approved the sale of machinery to
a private company at below-market value prices in 1992. In addition, some officials are accused of
setting up phantom companies that charged the state for work that was never actually done. The
ministers named in the court proceedings include: - Carlos Chachin, former minister of economy Celin Discua (interior minister) - Lazaro Avila (defense) - Orlando Funez (planning) - Ramon Pereira
(health) - Rene Ardon (finance) - Mauro Membrena (transportation) Also implicated in corruption
charges are Tomas Guillen former director of the National Agrarian Institute and Porfirio Lobo and
Carlos Kattan, both congressmen who held high offices in the Callejas administration.
Special attorney Suazo has complained that the legislature has hindered his investigation by
refusing to revoke Lobo's and Kattan's congressional immunity. "We have had no cooperation from
Congress in this extremely delicate matter," said Suazo. "So long as Congress continues to protect
those implicated, corruption cannot be eradicated in this country." Meanwhile, the fervor with
which some journalists have defended Callejas against his accusers has also reawakened allegations
that Callejas paid many members of the press for favorable coverage while he was in office. The
daily newspaper Tiempo, which publishes in the northern city of San Pedro Sula, charged that
Callejas is blackmailing those journalists once on his payroll to remember his former generosity. The
newspaper claims that at one time Callejas paid a small group of select journalists as much as US
$30,000 per month for good press.
Callejas, who denies the charges against him, claims he is the victim of political persecution. He
has submitted a petition to the court of appeals arguing that, as a member of the Central American
Parliament (PARLACEN), he enjoys immunity from legal proceedings. Most political observers say
PARLECEN members will probably not vote to strip him of his immunity because too many of them
are vulnerable to similar charges. Meanwhile Callejas said that his lawyers were considering suing
Reina for damaging Callejas's reputation, as well as that of his administration. President Reina,
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however, insists that his government is not persecuting anyone. "Political persecution is not my
style," said Reina. "But I will fight to eradicate corruption and establish a culture of decency in this
country, which is something that has never been practiced here."

-- End --
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